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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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    But do you think that this is something new? Even after a good verbal thrashing by the Lord the scribes and Pharisees tried to hide themselves in their request “Teacher, we would see a sign from thee.” As though some sign would change their mind about Jesus. Mark said, “they were trying Him.” (Mk. 8:11) His response was “there will be no sign but the sign of Jonah” and “The men of Nineveh shall stand up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, a greater than Jonah is here.”  (Read Matt. 12) In other words, nothing would change their mind because they did not have the heart to believe


and so it is for disbelievers today.


     Is it any wonder that the Hebrew writer would say? “And without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing (unto him); for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and (that) he is a rewarder of them that seek after him. (Heb 11:6) It would be a sobering thing to place one’s finger in the nail print of His hand but it is a far more sobering thing to hear His  words  to Thomas, “Because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed (are) they that have not seen, and (yet) have believed. (John 20:29)


     If you are seeking some outward sign (and many do) you will be disappointed but if you seek God in simple trusting faith you will enjoy not only this life but eternal life to come.


 But my righteous one shall live by faith: And if he shrink back, my soul hath no pleasure in him. But we are not of them that shrink back unto perdition; but of them that have faith unto the saving of the soul. (Heb 10:38-39) 		JP





     





     Corinth, like Athens, was wholly given to idolatry.  Involvement was difficult to avoid.  Heathen temples were the social and entertainment centers of the city.  There, regular sacrifices were offered to idols and the meat was consumed by worshippers in riotous feasts.  Eating was accompanied by licentious revelry and drunken orgies.  Meat that remained was sold in the marketplace and consumed in private homes in honor of the pagan deities.   Organizations had their patron gods and goddesses whose blessings were invoked upon their meetings.


    Into this city came the apostle Paul proclaiming that there were no gods made with hands and that the true God had revealed Himself in the person of Jesus Christ.  “And many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized” (Acts 18:8).


     Now the question arose:  “Should they continue going into the idol’s temple and eating of the meat sacrificed to idols?”  Some maintained that they could continue as in the past, except that now they would eat with no thought of the idol.  Now they had knowledge that an idol is nothing.  Others objected, saying that Christians should have nothing to do with idolatry.  Seeking an answer to this question, they wrote to Paul as indicated in 1 Corinthians 8.


     In verses 4-6, Paul agrees with those who insisted that “an idol is nothing.”  





been led into sin by such things?  All would agree that this is the case.  One’s own children may be led to sin by such things.  1 Corinthians 8 teaches that this is enough reason for avoiding these practices.  If anyone follows my example in doing such things and is led to sin, then I sin (verse 12).


     Paul seems to anticipate that some will call this extreme.  In chapter 9, he speaks of three rights he had sacrificed for the sake of others.  He had sacrificed the right to “lead about a wife” (verse 5); to be supported (verses 6-18); and to maintain his comfortable Jewish lifestyle.  He had made himself “a servant to all” by becoming ”all things to all men” that he “might by all means save some” (19-21).  These sacrifices, though great, were little more than those made by athletes whose only reward was a perishable crown (verses 24-25).


Another Consideration


     “Therefore, let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” (10:12)


     It is dangerous for us to assume that we are so strong.  Israel seemed strong as she was delivered from �Egypt and provided for by God on her march to the promised land.  “But with most of them God was not well-pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted” (verses 5-6).


God promised the Corinthians a way of escape when they were tempted to idolatry (verse 13), but it depended upon their fleeing idolatry (verse 14).  They have to avoid the places, practices and people that pertained to idolatry.


     Bars, dancing, profanity, violent and obscene movies, lascivious music, public nudity, promiscuous petting and the like pertain to the world.  Some Christians deny this, but all one needs to do is to ask some admittedly worldly person whether such things belong to worldliness or godliness.  If we would be godly and escape temptations to be worldly, we must flee the things that pertain to worldliness. “Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”

















					








Flee!


By Sewell Hall








     They may have thought that he was agreeing that they could continue going to the pagan temples and eating the meat.  If they did, verse 7 must have been a surprise. “However,” he says, “there is not in everyone that knowledge; for some, with consciousness of the idol, to this hour eat it as a thing offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.”  From this point through the end of chapter, he argues that out of love for weak brethren, even those who have knowledge should abstain from eating lest such weak brethren follow their example and perish in sin.


Some Modern Parallels


     It is not uncommon for Christians today to argue their right to practice questionable conduct because they are strong and not affected by it.  They can go into a bar, they say, and sit with those who are drinking and never be tempted.  They can dance and never have lustful thoughts.  They can attend the raunchiest movies and not be affected by the profanity, violence and lasciviousness portrayed on the screen.  They can listen to the most obscene music and pay no attention to the words.  They can go to the beach and be surrounded by people who are almost entirely nude and not even notice.  They can take all kind of liberties with their hands on dates and 


experience no temptation. So they say. 


     If they are that strong, that pure in heart, it is commendable.  But is everyone that strong?  Have not many





Give Us a Sign   reused 061216





An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given it but the sign of Jonah the prophet:  Matt 12:39





     While browsing one of my favorite news paper (the Tampa Tribune) the other day I came across a headline that caught my attention. Oddly enough it was filler on the “obit” page and it said, “Give us a sign: “No God”. The article described a campaign by London atheists to fight what they called “preferential treatment given to religion in British society” which is laughable because there is basically no religion in British society to speak of. 


     The article stated that, “while most London buses carry posters for shops and Hollywood movies, some Christian churches and Muslim groups had bought ad space in the past”. This campaign was to raise money to buy space on the same buses to counter the idea of God and they were very successful raising over $113,000, seven times more than they anticipated. Now the buses would carry the slogan (and I quote) 


“There’s probably no God. Now stop worrying and enjoy your life.”  And that would certainly be all the assurance anyone would ever need.


     On a certain atheists web site a question was posed, “what would it take to make you believe in God?”  The replies were as ridiculous as the question and leave me to wonder why anyone would spend so much effort and money to prove something that (according to them) does not exist anyway. The motive is to escape moral responsibility and “enjoy your life” something that can’t be done if you believe in God? 				Cont. on page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton who will have surgery on 


Monday. Also remember his mother.


Sis. Pam Gay’s father. Preston Jackson’s 


mother recovering from surgery. 


Bro. Rick Hulsey and Bro. David Martin


Drew Bowman who will be in Washington


DC area working for six months. Mark and


Denise have gone to get him sqed. away.


All of our collage young people who are 


returning to school. David and Melissa 


Holmes and their move to NY State.


Our expectant mothers Marla and Anna 





Please let me know if and when there are


others, I need your help on this, Thanks


________________________________


Ladies Bible Class


Monday 01/18/2010


7:30 PM 


At the Building


______________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Joe Phillips


Song Leader----Preston Jackson


Lord's Supper---Brad Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Ken Gay


   Asst. 2-----David Taylor


   Asst. 3-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 4-----Donnie Gilbert


   Asst. 5-----Bill Hodge


2nd Prayer----Rodee Bruns


Read Scripture---Cecil Douthitt


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer-----Michael Burke 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Whit Hays


Song Leader-------Steven Tramell


2nd Prayer------Garrett Douthitt


Read Scripture ---Preston Jackson


Sermon----Ross Statham


Lord's Supper----Brad Bowman


Announcements----Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---Justin Douthitt


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Marty Hammond


 Invitation---David Martin


 Closing Prayer---Brad Bowman





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 








Questions from the Bible; Give the answer and the scripture.


1. What became of Rahab after the destruction of Jericho?


2. What was Ananias’s reaction and why when told to go to Paul on Straight Street?


3. What vision appeared to Paul at Troas? 


4. Who set up twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan river and why?





Answers to last weeks questions:


1. The rich man of Luke. 12:16 	    3. Surrender to King of Babylon  Jer. 38: 17


2.  Eutychus 	Acts 20:9-10 	    4. Rahab the harlot   Joshua 2: 18	




















